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they do, it is to the black market. I do not suggest that
this is universal, but it is certainly a current practice.

Generally speaking, the peasants were better off and,
in consequence, were fairly satisfied at first. That is no
longer the case. Not only are they the victims of frequent
requisitions, but they have realised that the money they
receive no longer buys much. They have clothing cards
also, and for them, as for others, the cost of living is
increasing.

The Germans requisition horses and pay between 3,000
and 4,000 francs for them. To get a new animal, their
owners must spend 40,000 or 50,000 francs. How can
farmers work their land when agricultural machines are
useless for lack of petrol, when thread for the reapers,
and steel for repairs is lacking? German agricultural
experts were sent to advise on methods of increasing
crops. These Germans soon found that the French had
nothing to learn about ways of obtaining the most from
their land.

In some ddpavtements, particularly in the Ardennes, the
Germans have created an organisation under the name,
VOsland, to take over agricultural workings, lands, and
equipment in the possession of German troops, or aban-
doned by their owners, or not being worked in conformity
with German methods. In this way huge tracts of land
have been brought together under a single tenant for
potato production. L'Osland acts as agent for lands until
the owners are expelled.

This expulsion has already begun.

In the north, and in Alsace particularly, whole popu-
lations have been deported to Poland.
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